
    

    David E. Baugh, Ed.D 

   Acting Superintendent of Schools 

 

 

July 30, 2015 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

 The Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) recently informed us that the number of students passing the 
annual PSSA tests statewide will be significantly lower than last year. The reason for this decline is changes made 
to the test itself last year as well as higher thresholds to pass (‘cut scores’) that reflect more rigorous PA 
Common Core standards adopted in 2013 for English Language Arts and Mathematics.  

 You can read the letter from the Secretary of Education Pedro Rivera by navigating here: 
http://bit.ly/1MW0oX2 

 The table below, using figures provided by the PDE, summarizes their expectations for the entire state: 

 

Percentage of Pennsylvania students scoring ‘basic’ or below on the 2014 PSSA 

Grade 

Reading 
2013-14 

% basic or 
below 

English/Language 
Arts (formally 

known as Reading) 
2014-15 

% basic or below 

Math 

2013-14 

% basic or 
below 

Math 

2014-15 

% basic or 
below 

3 29.7 37.9 24.9 51.5 

4 31.1 41.4 23.7 55.5 

5 39.4 38.0 22.8 57.2 

6 35.5 39.2 28.0 60.2 

7 27.9 41.4 23.3 66.9 

8 20.4 41.7 26.4 70.1 

 

 Because of these changes, I do anticipate that Neshaminy School District scores will be significantly lower than 
those from last year as well. Typically our district scores are well above state average, so I believe our numbers 
will be less dramatic than what you see above.  Those Neshaminy school-wide and individual results will be 
made available in September. 
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 Please keep in mind that a single test measure does not define the achievement of a student, school or district. I 
believe the amount of time devoted to the PSSA is excessive, and the manner in which the results are used by 
the state does not improve the education of our children and is not fair.  It is possible, for example, that a 
student who achieved ‘Advanced’ on the Keystone math exam, consistently achieved ‘Advanced’ on the PSSA 
math test and maintained good grades, will only score ‘Basic’ on the math PSSA in math this year due to the new 
cut scores.  Students who previously tested ‘Proficient’ in a subject might find themselves ‘Basic’ even if their 
performance improved slightly. 

 The mere appearance of rigor may be politically expedient in Harrisburg, but does not guarantee that our 
students are actually getting what they need to succeed in college and life. We need to work with our state 
legislators to reevaluate these tests and perhaps replace them with something less intrusive and more 
diagnostic. I will be working on this and will keep you informed about these efforts. 

 Thank you for your patience and understanding as we navigate this change to our state assessment system. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

David E. Baugh, Ed.D 

Acting Superintendent of Schools 

 

 

 


