
ROLE BREAKDOWN FOR “Carousel” 
 

In a Maine coastal village toward the end of the 19th century, the swag-

gering, carefree carnival barker, Billy Bigelow, captivates and marries 

the naïve millworker, Julie Jordan. Billy loses his job just as he learns 

that Julie is pregnant and, desperately intent upon providing a decent 

life for his family, he is coerced into being an accomplice to robbery. 

Caught in the act and facing the uncertainty of prison, Billy dies and is 

sent “up there” (heaven?). Billy is allowed to return to earth for one 

day fifteen years later, and he encounters the daughter he never knew. 

She is a lonely, friendless teenager, her father’s reputation of a thief and 

bully having haunted her throughout her young life. How Billy instills 

in both the child and her mother a sense of hope and dignity is a dra-

matic testimony to the power of love. It is easy to understand why, of all 

the shows they created, CAROUSEL was Rodgers and Hammerstein’s 

personal favorite.  
***Not all of the roles will be required to read at callbacks.*** 

Carousel Auditions 

Black Box Theatre HS TIME ROOM WHO? 

Tues. OR Wed. 

June 9th & 10th 
5:30—8:30 PM 

Black Box  

Theatre  
WOMEN 

Tues. OR Wed. 

June 9th & 10th 
5:30—8:30 PM 

Black Box  

Theatre  
MEN 

Wednesday 

June 11th 
5:30 PM 

Black Box  

Theatre  
CALLBACKS 

ALL AUDITIONS WILL BE CLOSED.  No audience. 

Everyone auditioning must be fully registered prior to auditions,  

no refunds will be issued after casts are posted. 

Please prepare all readings and songs for one character.  Everyone 

will be asked to dance and anyone who would like to be considered 

for a dance feature should attend one of the audition sessions. 



ROLES 

 CHARACTER 

200+ lines Billy Bigelow—strong baritone, commanding presence.  

 The very successful barker for the Mullin Carousel. Billy’s success is based in 

part on his attractiveness to a young woman who visits the Carousel. A bit of a 

rogue and ladies’ man, Billy is a tragic figure who is a good person at heart, 

but who has never learned to deal with anyone, especially those he loves, with 

anything other than violence. Age – 20’s ~30’s 

200+ lines Julie Jordon—Soprano.  

 A very shy but head strong young woman. She falls for Billy and recognizes 

that it will not come to a happy ending. Still she prefers Billy over someone 

like Mr. Snow who would treat her properly. Age ~ 10-20 (and 35-40) 

30+ lines Carrie Pipperidge—Alto.  

  Carrie is Julie’s best friend and is a much more conventional young woman 

for her time. She marries Mr. Snow and is happy to be subservient to him. Age 

~ 18-20 (and 35-40) 

20+ lines Enoch Snow—Tenor.  

  Fisherman and future tycoon. Mr. Snow has his whole life planned out includ-

ing his entire life with betrothed Carrie. Carrie is more of the idea of the wife 

that his ambition requires than a real person with needs, ideas, and desires of 

her own. Age ~ 20’s – 30’s (and 35-50’s) 

40+ lines Mrs. Mullin—Spoken.  

 She owns the Carousel in the local amusement park. She also thinks she owns 

Billy and is quite upset at his attraction to Julie. She fires Billy when he mar-

ries Julie but later tries to get Billy to leave Julie and come back. This is a non-

singing role.  

50+ lines Nettie Fowler—Mezzo Soprano.  

 Julie’s somewhat older and wiser cousin (maybe even kind of an Aunt). She 

runs the local “eating establishment”. She allows Julie and the unemployed 

Billy to live with her after their wedding. Nettie is a lead singer in “June is 

Busting out All Over” and “When You Walk through a Storm”. Age ~pretty 

much any age.  

20+ lines Jigger Craigin—comic baritone.  

 A good-for-nothing sailor off of a whaling ship. Every year in port, he latches 

on to some unwitting accomplice for his criminal endeavors. This year it is 

Billy and he leads Billy to his ruin. Jigger is the lead singer in “Blow High, 

***Call Backs will be at the discretion of the Director. *** 

Note ages, where stated, are approximate character ages, but actor ages may vary quite a bit from the 

character ages. DO NOT let these stated ages dissuade you from auditioning for a part. Later in Act II, 

most characters have aged 16 years as well! 



 CHARACTER 

30+ lines David Bascombe—Spoken.  

 The very strict owner of the local mill where Julie and Carrie live and work. 

Age ~ 40’s  

1-10 lines Louise—Strong Dancer.  

 Billy and Julie’s 15 year old daughter. Louise is tormented by the 

rest of the kids in the town because of how Billy dies and is thus 

very unhappy and combative. This role is usually cast as a major 

dance role for the 6 minute ballet sequence. Age~14-18 years old 

20+ lines Heavenly Friend—Spoken  

 The “angel” who brings Billy to the Starkeeper and returns him to 

earth for his last visit. Very patient & sweet. 

1-10 lines Starkeeper/Dr. Seldon—Spoken.  

 A heavenly figure. It is ambiguous as to whether the Starkeeper is God, or one 

of his angels. Dr. Seldon is the earthly version of the Starkeeper. To play age~ 

50’s and up  

1-10 lines Margaret Snow—Spoken.  

 Enoch & Carrie’s eldest daughter. Very spoiled and can be a little 

mean to Louise, too! 

1-10 lines Carnival Boy—Dancer 

 A boy who looks like Billy and is a member of a passing carnival. He dances 

with Louise during the ballet sequence. This is a dance role and will double as 

part of the ensemble.  

1-10 lines Snow Children: The script says that Enoch and Carrie Snow have 9 children 

(including Enoch Jr.).  

1-10 lines Graduating Class: Other young adults (15-20) who are the classmates of 

Louise and Enoch Jr. During other scenes these people will be members of the 

ensemble.  

1-10 lines Ensemble—Policeman, a ship captain, a school principal, carnival dancers, 

juggler, (maybe a stilt walker), the men, the women, and children of a small 

New England Coastal town.  
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